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The  Galmucho 
Tokyo 


29  January  1942 


To  the  Minister: 

Following  my  letter  of  20th  Inst. ,  No.  11/T3,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  Your  Excellency  of  the  views  of  the  Imperial 
Government  on  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war: 

(1)  Japan  strictly  observes  the  Genova  Convention  of  July 
27,  1929  relative  to  the  Red  Cross,  as  a  signatory  of  that 
Convention. 

(2)  The  Imperial  Government  has  not  yet  ratified  the 
Convention  relating  to  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  of  27  July 
1929.  It  is  therefore  not  bound  by  the  said  Convention.  Never¬ 
theless  it  will  apply  mutatis  mutandis  the  provisions  of  that 
Convention  to  American  prisoners  of  war  in  its  power. 

I  would  be  obliged  to  Your  Excellency  if  you  would  forward 
the  above  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 


(L.S.)  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
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Statement  of  Official  Procurement 
I  ,_2nd_Ljt._E£ic  W._?leJLsher  hereb”  certify  that  I  am  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  General  eadquarters  of  the  Supreme  Commander  for  the 
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The  Galmusho 

Tokyo  13  February  19-15 

Translation 
No.  46tt3 

K.  le  Minietre; 

Following  my  letter  ITo.  32/T3  of  29th  January  last,  I  have  the 
honour  to  send  to  Your  Excellency  the  following  communication  on  the 
subject  of  the  treatmont  ox'  civilian  Internees: 

The  Imperial  Government  will  apply  for  the  duration  of  the  war 
under  condition  of  reciprocity  the  pioviolona  of  the  Convention 
relative  to  troatment  of  prisoners  of  war  of  27  July  1929  to  enemy 
civilian  internees,  insofar  as  they  are  applicable  and  provided 
that  thoy  are  not  made  to  work  without  their  conoent. 

American  civilians  now  held  in  Japan  (including  territories 
oversoas)  number  134.  They  are  enjoying  more  favourable  conditions 
than  those  preocribed  by  the  above-mentioned  Convention.  Not  only 
are  they  supplied  by  the  Imperial  Governmont  with  provisions  such 
as  bread,  butter,  eggs,  meat,  heavy  oil  for  heating,  coal,  etc., 
but  also  they  are  allowed  to  receive  from  outside  donations  of  food 
and  clothing.  They  are  specially  held  in  a  place  near  the  residences 
of  their  families  under  some  inconvonicnco  to  the  Imperial  Government 
as  far  as  surveillance  is  concerned,  so  that  their  familios  may  easily 
see  them. 

As  far  as  the  health  of  the  internees  is  concerned,  they  are 
examined  from  time  to  time  by  epocially  engaged  doctors.  Those 
who  are  sick  can  oummon  an  outside  doctor  to  examine  them  and  in 
serious  cases  may  enter  a  civil  hospital.  They  are  allowed  to 
read  pacers  and  books  end  to  listen  to  the  radio  by  sets  placed 
at  their  dispocal  and  to  go  out  under  cercain  restrictions  if  they 
have  any  good  reason  therefor. 

t 

Asking  you  kindly  to  inform  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ofAmerica, 


(L. S. )  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
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letters  and.  notes.  in._?rej£h  from_the_. -inis  ter  cf_Swit,2erlcnd_addrejB8ed_ 

to_the_JapfyieiB^  Miuistrjv_of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  original  replies _ 

.thereto,  pf .thc_Juoar.e.8e.  _^ini.p.trv_of  Foreign  Affairs  ac' dressed  to. .the _ 

Hinister_of  Switzerland. _ _ _ _ 
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official  business. 
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Tokio,  20  February  1942 


M.  le  Mini st re, 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  29  January,  No.  22/T3» 
in  which  Your  Excellency  informed  me  that  the  Imperial 
Government  would  apply  rautatis  mutandis  to  American 
prisoners  of  war  the  Geneva  Convention  of  27  July  1929 > 
on  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war,  I  have  the  honour 
to  bring  the  following  matter  to  Your  Excellency's 
notice t 

Tho  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America 
has  been  informed  that  the  Japanese  Government  had 
agreed  as  far  the  treatment  to  be  accorded  to  British 
prisoners  of  war  to  take  into  consideration  as  to  food, 
and  clothing,  the  national  and  racial  customs  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  has 
requested  my  Government  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Japanese  Government  that  it  will  be  bound  by  the  same 
principle  for  prisoners  of  war  as  for  Japanese  civix 
internees  in  conformity  with  articles  11  and  12  of  the 
Geneva  Convention. 

It  expects  in  consequence  that  the  Imperial  Govern 
ment  will  equally  conform  to  the  above-mentiaped  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  of  war 
and  civilian  internees. 

I  shall  be  grateful  to  Your  Excellency  for  keeping 
me  informed  of  the  views  of  your  Government  in  this 


SWISS  MINISTER 


To  H.E.M.  Shigenori  TOGO 

Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs 
Tokyo 
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2  March  1942 


To  the  Miniater: 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
Excellency 1 3  letter  of  20  February  lact,  No.  EE.  7.1.  -  ce, 
in  which  you  informed  me  of  the  views  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  on  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  and  civil 
internees. 

I  desire  to  inform  your  Excollency  that  the  Imperial 
Government  intends  to  take  into  consideration,  with  regard  to 
provisions  and  clothing  to  be  distributed,  the  national  and  racial 
customs  of  American  war  prisoners  and  civilian  internees  placed  under 
Japanese  power. 

Asking  you  to  kindly  inform  the  American  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  America  of  the  above, 

I  an,  yours  truly, 


Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs 
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letter  dated  2°  January  1942  from  the 
Jenanase  inistr'’  of  -orei^n  Affairs  to 
the  Swiss  ;ini8ter  (No.  11/T3). 


Letter  deted  29  January  1942  from  the 
Jananese  inistfr  of  Foreign  Affairs  to 
the  Swi 88  ..ir.ister  (No.  22/T3). 


Cony  of  letter  dntfd  2C  February  1342  from 
the  *  wise  ..inister  to  Shigenori  TOGO, 
Jananese  foreign  .  inister  (E5.7.1.— ce). 


letter  dat^d  13  February  1942  from  Japanese 
Ministry  of  Frroigr.  Affairs  to  the  Swiss 
Minister  (No.  46/T3). 


Lfttrr  deted  2  ..prch  1342  from  the  Jananese 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  ^wiss 
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owiBB  ic  ma  t i  c_Eeoree  ept  &t  JL  vo  _  ,  and  ns  such  official  I  have  custody 

of  tho  documents,  consisting  of  Bix  letters  and  notes,  as  listed  on 
Exhibit  A  attached  hereto  and  described  as  follows:  _?£ue  ..copy  of_ 
leUers  and  notes  in_?rejyh  f rom„the_. dn is t er  of_Switzerland_addreased_ 
to_the_Japanese  Ministry_of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  original  replies 
thereto  c f  the_Jopanese,  Minist rv_of  Foreign  Affairs  ac  dr  eased  to._the_ 
winister_of  i.witcer:iand._ 

I  further  certify  that  the  attached  letters  and  notes  are  official 
records  of  the  Swiss  Legation  in  Japan  and  that  they  are  a  part  of  the 
official  archives  and  files  thereof. 


.  _  3088.1  _ 

ignature  of  Official 


5th  day  of  December .134" 
Witness: _/s/_  Max  R._Ton 


_owie_s_Diplo^ra_tic  Eeuresentatire 
Official  Capacity 


tatement  of  Official  Procure men t 


I  ,_2nd_L_t . _Srie  V,  Fleisher 


hrrob"  cert  if-'  that  I  am  assoc! 


ated  with  the  General  eadpuarters  of  the  Suurer.e  Commander  for  the 


Allied  Powers,  and  that  the  above  certification  was  obtained  by  me  from 
the  above  signed  official  of  the  Swiss  .-over  iment  in  the  conduct  of  sv 


official  business 


Signed  at _ Tokyo _ on  this 


Fi tithe rj2nd_L£,ALSill 
NAKE 


5th  da  of_Dec ember,  1346. 
Witness : _/s/_.  J._A.  Curtis 


_nre_a1'’_ga!'p.r_  IPS  _ 
Official  Capacity 
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